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Epiflle. 

v.iyne; the thinges though worthy of many,yec being fcnowen to few. Th“f 
paynes tfto any they be^plcalurable or profitable,be you iudge,minc own 9 
Harney, to whom I haue both in refpeft ofyour worthinefle generally 1 w°° , 
vpon fome particular & fpecial coufiderations voued this ray labour ' and cl ° C lerv, y^ 

head ofthis our commenfrendsPoetrie,himfelfe hauing already in the bee 1?ma ^ ElK 



your rare gifts of learning,as you can, Sc lliield with your good vvil,as you 0 St0! * le; 
the malice and outrage of fo many cncmics,as I kno/v vviibe fet on fire with k ^ 
of his kindled glory. And thus recomending die Author vnto you,as vnto his 
cial good Trend, and my fclfe vnto you both, as one making iinguicr account f f 
v<ry good and lb choife frends,! bid you both moil finitely Yarvyel, and co> ° t ' ,Vo1 ' 5 
your moil commendable ftudies to the tuicion of the grcatelf, * ' nmu you jj 

Tour oTtneaJfuretUj'to 
he comuminded E. K, 



X i Confer 

Ovv I trafl M. Haruey, that vpon fight of your fpecial! frends and fellow 1W 
doings, or els for cnuie of lo many vn worthy Quidams,vvhich catch at the J 
lond, which to you alone is devve , you will be perfvvaded to pluck out of the hate i 
darknefle,thofc fo many excellent Englifh poemes of yours, which lye bid, and brine th' 
forth to eternall light . Truft me you doe both them great wrong, in deprmm'o tkmc' 
the defired fonne^and alfo your (elfe, in finoothering your defeated prayfes, and ali n! 
generally, in withholding from them fo diuine pictures, wliich they might concciue of 
your gallant Englifh vcrfcs,as they haue already doen ofyourLatine Poemes, whidiin 
my opinion both for inuenrion aud Elocution arc very delicate, and fupcrexccllent. And 
thus againe,T take my leaue of my good Mayfler Haruey . from ray lodging at London 
thys io. of April!. 1579. 


edmund spenser The Shepheardes Calender London, 157 


^ he general i argument of 

tfoetoliolefcocfee, 


_J |1 t0 T^ r vvereSofthc Greekes the inuentours of them callcd^Iglo- 

L ... ori c, vt iuMK \h't. that is Gotehcards tales. For although m\ ttgjle 
^Aotbcm' e fpeakers be moft fiicphcards,and Goteheards, yet Theocritus in whom is 
and others * J _ . oritie then in Vugile, this fpectally from that dcrming,as from the 
"j!? vvelftrin<r the whole Inuericion of his ^.gIogucs,maketh Goteheards the 

fidf headan J I P ^ t3 | cs>T t- lls being, who fccthnot the groflenefk of fuch ns by 

colcuronf’rniv' would make vsbelccue that they are more rightly termed Edogat,as 

tv lo Lid fay.cxtraordmaiy difeourfes ofsnncccflaiiematter,vvhichd.fi.m.onaibein 

fi ' ihuncc and meaning it agree with the nature of the tl.ing,vet nowbt anfwercth with 
the ivb,*™ and interpretation of the word. For they be not termed Eclogues, 
locucs vvhich.fcntcncc this authour very well obferuing,vpon good ludgement, though 
inLdcfevv Goteheards haue to doe herein, netheleffe doubteth r.ot to cal tl-.e by the 
\ A J and btft knovven name. Other cm ious difeourfes hereof I referue to greater oca 
(ion Thcfe xii. Aklorues cticry where anlweiing to the kufqns of the tvyelue mcntl.es 
r. uw be well deuided into three formes or ranckes. For eythcr they be Waintiue, as the 
£~rh tilt fixt.the eleuenthjSc the twelfth,or recrcatiue/uch as al thole be,vvnich conceiuc 
in ■ tier ofioue,or commendation of fpecial perfonages, or Moral: which for the mo tty 
part be mixed with fome Satyncal bitternefie, namely the fccond of reutrence devve to 
ofd a iT e,thc bft of coloured dcccipt,the feuenth and ninth of diflolutc {hepheards & paf- 
tours^the tenth of contempt ofFoetiic &pleafaunt wits. And to this cfiuibon mayeuc- 
i v thing herein be reafonably apply ed : A few onely except, vvhofe fpcciatt purpofe and 
mcanim 7 1 am not prime to. And thus much generally of thefe xij. Aiclo^iics.Now will 
we fpcake particularly oi all, and hi d of the bid . which he calleth by the bill moncthes 
name Ianuarie ; wherein to fome he may feeme fovvly to haue faultcd,in that he erroni- 
oufly beginneth with that moncth,which beginneth not the ycare.For it is wel known, 
and doutely mainteyned with dronge reafons of the learned, that the yearc beginneth 
: n March.for then the fonne renevveth liis bnillied courfc,and the feafonablc Ipring refre 
fheth the earth,: nd the plefaunce thereof being buiicd iu the fadneffe of the dead winter, 
now worne avvay,reliueth.This opinion maynteine the olde Adrologcrs and Plulofo- 
phevs, namely the reuerend Andalo, and Macrobius in his holyda^es of Sanune, which 
nccoumptalfavvas generally obferued both of Grecians and Romans, . But Jading the 
leaue ofiuch learned hcads,vve mayntaine a cudomc of coumpting the fcafons from the 
moncth I amury, ypon a more fpeciall caufe,then the heathen Philofophers crier coulde 
concciue,that is, for tire incarnation of our mighty Sauiour and eternall redeemer the L. 
Chrid,vvho as then renewing the date of the decayed vvorld,and returning the copaile 
of expired yeres to iheyr former date and bid commencement, left to vs his heiies a mc- 
mortall of his birth in the ende of the lad yeere and beginning of the next, which recko 
ningjbefide that eternall monument of our 01uation,leaneth alfo vppon proofe cf 

f.iiij. fpeciall , 
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